
NCC Minutes 1/19/15 

 
Open meeting 7:05 p.m. 
 
Present:  S. Shope, A. Watts, L. Carroll, J. Cloyd, L. Hill, D. Mason, Guests: K. Lawrence of the ZBA, 
  residents G. Porteus, S.Wachsmuth, K. Crisp 
 
1) Administrative Business: 
 a) Minutes 11/17/15: A. Watts motions to accept, J. Cloyd seconds, all in favor YES. 
 b)  Treasurer’s reports 11/1/14-11/30/14 and 12/1/14-12/31/14: S. Shope motions to accept, A.  
  Watts seconds, all in favor YES. 
 
2) Old Business: 
 Vernon Easement:  S. Shope decided to cancel the public meeting about agriculture in town as he 
 felt we needed more time to prepare and that it would be better to hold a workshop that would 
 include the other town boards.  He is talking to Theresa Walker to schedule it. 
 - A. Watts stated that it is not our responsibility to address legal issues.  Our role is to make sure 
 best practices are followed. 
 - K. Lawrence says that the state definition of farming (which the town has adopted) does not 
 include agritourism.  Agritourism needs to be ancillary to the farm.  It is the NCC’s responsibility 
 to approve the management plan. 
 - A. Watts stated that we do not have the expertise to approve farming practices. 
 - S. Shope says that the easement does not actually require that J. Vernon submit a management 
 plan to us.  The NCC are just the enforcers of the terms of the easement. 
 - K. Lawrence spoke with L. Merrill of Stratham who is the commissioner for  the NH Dept. of  
 Agriculture.  She stated that it is their job to approve and monitor his plans. 
 - S. Wachsmuth asked if we have a baseline for the water quality.  S. Shope replied that this is very 
 difficult to do as the parameters are constantly changing.  L. Carroll also talked to L. Merrill who 
 said that the state requires that the water be sampled on a regular basis and they help the farmer 
 address any issues. 
 - K. Lawrence spoke with J. Vernon at the last Planning Board meeting.  Although he is not 
 certified organic, he does raise his chickens organically.  He uses movable pods which is very 
 progressive and environmentally sound. 
 - S. Shope read the letter submitted to NCC in 12/14 by J. Vernon in which he states that he will 
 adhere to best management practices.  The NCC has acknowledged it’s receipt.  A copy of the letter 
  will be attached to these minutes. C:\Users\Owner\Documents\VFF Managment Plan.pdf 
 - G. Porteus stated that he wants to make sure people are required to follow the rules. 
 - K. Crisp says that the easement states that public access is allowed. 
 - S. Shope responded that the easement states that  “the town has the right to allow pedestrian 
 access”.  Safety issues could be a concern.  Additionally, the town has the right to place signage on 
 the boundaries that designate that the land is in conservation. 
 
3) New Business: 
 a)17 Deertrees, Wynn residence:  possible wetlands violation as they were logging when it was  
  wet. S. Shope contacted Mike Cuomo at RCPC who stated that the skidder should not have  
  been run at that time of year but it did not warrant involvement of NH DES.  They waited to 
  proceed until the area was frozen. 
 b) ERSLAC dues $150-  S. Shope motions to pay, A. Watts seconds, all in favor YES. 
 



 
(2) 

 
 c) Potential partnership with SELTNH:    Developer Turner Porter has bought the Morrill property 
  on Rt. 87.  Map pg.201 Lot 12.  He asked SELTNH if they would be interested in buying the 
  southern portion through which the Piscassic R. runs.  Porter proposing to build 2 houses but 
  feels the property could yield 4 lots.  Duane Hyde of SELTNH spoke with S. Shope and is  
  wondering if NCC might be willing to contribute funds.  A. Watts stated that most of the land 
  being discussed is wet and therefore not buildable anyway.  L. Carroll feels we should save the 
  funds for more strategic purchases.  We will wait for more information. 
d) Town report due 1/23/15-  No additional land preserved in 2014.  S. Shope will submit a report. 
e) Mail-  SELTNH newsletter 
   SELTNH sent a copy of the monitoring report on the Byrne easement (Windroc Farm).  No 
  issues were found.  They also resolved the abutter issues. 
   LRAC reviewed plan to replace a culvert under Rt. 87 and made recommendations to D.O.T. 
 
4) Next meeting 2/16/15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adjourn 8:30 p.m.                                                                                 NCC member L. Hill, 1/19/15 


